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RoDynAlpS 
 

Rock glacier dynamics in the Swiss Alps:  
evolution and drivers at multiple spatio-temporal scales 

(2023-2027) 
 
 

Opening of three PhD and one Postdoc positions in spring 2023 
 

 
Rock glaciers are amongst the most emblematic permafrost-related landforms of the mountain 
cryosphere. These ice-rich landforms are substantially affected by climate change and can accelerate 
dramatically when permafrost temperatures and water contents rise. At present, the state of rock 
glaciers in the Swiss Alps is largely unknown. In particular, the understanding of current and past rock 
glacier dynamics remains limited, together with the factors controlling both rock glacier characteristics 
and creep rates. 
 
With the support of the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF), the Universities of Fribourg (UniFr), 
Lausanne (UNIL) and Zurich (UZH), and the WSL Institute for Snow and Avalanche Research (SLF) in 
Davos are launching the RoDynAlpS project, the first comprehensive and consistent study of past, 
present and regional evolution of rock glaciers in Switzerland. Through the combination of local and 
region-wide remote sensing analyses, integrative field-based studies and detailed numerical 
modelling, the project will provide a complete framework for understanding the dynamics of rock 
glaciers in the context of climate change. 
 
RoDynAlpS is a 4-year project, starting in spring 2023. Four research positions are open for the entire 
duration of the project (3 PhDs and 1 post-doc) and distributed amongst the partner institutions. 
 
PhD 1  (UNIL) – read more about the position and how to apply  

PhD 2  (UZH) – read more about the position and how to apply 

PhD 3  (SLF) – read more about the position and how to apply (en) / (de) 

Postdoc  (UniFR) – read more about the position and how to apply 

The RoDynAlpS project is a highly collaborative project between the leading institutions (including 

research stays). It counts a dozen of Swiss and European external partners and is also embedded within 

several international projects and initiatives such as the IPA Action Group “Rock glacier inventories and 

kinematics” or the ESA-funded CCI Permafrost project. The successful candidates will be working at 

the forefront of rock glacier studies and actively contribute to these collaborations. 

 
For more info about the project, please refer to this short summary: RoDynAlpS project summary 

 

https://career5.successfactors.eu/career?career%5fns=job%5flisting&company=universitdP&navBarLevel=JOB%5fSEARCH&rcm%5fsite%5flocale=fr%5fFR&career_job_req_id=20609&selected_lang=en_US&jobAlertController_jobAlertId=&jobAlertController_jobAlertName=&browserTimeZone=Europe/Zurich&_s.crb=9EJ%2fh%2bzwVNSPRFcRHN1Whpf6zV6KJdwfndoydyofC1E%3d
https://jobs.uzh.ch/offene-stellen/phd-position-in-geomorphology/14f95943-2568-427b-a6ba-b2fe865211ad
https://apply.refline.ch/273855/1417/pub/2/index.html
https://apply.refline.ch/273855/1417/pub/1/index.html
https://www.unifr.ch/geo/en/department/jobs/
http://bigweb.unifr.ch/science/geosciences/geomorphology/pub/rodynalps/RoDynAlpS_%20Project_summary.pdf

